
 
Town of Manchester 

      October 13, 2015 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Town of Manchester met on the above date.  Those 

present were Mayor Warner, Melinda Smith, Jenn Warner, Vince Pacelli, Debra Howe, Dale 

Wilder, Steve Miller, Chief Hess, Kelly Baldwin and Michelle Wilder. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

Mr. Wilder made a motion to approve the September 8, 2015 minutes.  Ms. Smith 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Ms. Warner made a motion to receive the August 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Mr. Pacelli 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Pacelli made a motion to receive the September 2015 Check Register.  Ms. Smith 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Mayor Warner mentioned that trick-or-treating will be on October 31
st
 from 6:30-8:30pm 

to those houses with porch lights lit.  Mayor Warner thanked Steve Miller for his 36 years of 

service to the Town. 

 

Mr. Miller gave the monthly Town Administration and Public Works report.  There were 

no changes in SHA Route 27 project.  Mr. Miller signed the contract with Brechbill & Helman 

for the construction of the new Town Hall and Police Department. The infrastructure for 

Manchester Farms Section 7 is approximately 42% complete.  The Town received a grant from 

Program Open Space for new ball field lights at Christmas Tree Park in the amount of $85,000. 

The inclusive playground equipment is 40% complete.  The Town will received $800,000 in 

funding from the State Highway Administration to complete our storm water management facility 

on Route 27 near the skate park.  Mr. Miller thanked Grant Henderson on his Eagle Scout project 

which was making improvements to Postal Park.  He also thanked the master gardeners, Marcia 

Bogash and Barb Trump, for their help with Postal Park.   

 

Bids were received for a new backhoe.  Mr. Wilder made a motion to approve the 

purchase of a 2016 John Deere Backhoe from Jesco in the amount of $89,000.  Ms. Howe 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Mr. Miller and Ms. Wilder made a recommendation to look into the possibility of 

increasing the rental housing license fee to cover administrative costs from $20 to $25 or impose 

a late fee.  Ms. Warner made a motion to increase the cost of 1-2 units from $20 to $25 and 

increase the cost of 3 or more units from $40 to $50.  Ms. Howe seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 
 

Chief Hess read his monthly police report. There were 62 calls for service in September.  

Traffic enforcement has continued.  The Police Department are looking from members of the 

“Kush” gang who are believed to be responsible for a series of crimes in Manchester. 

 

Pastor Suzanne Schmidt of Trinity UCC approached the Mayor and Council for their 

support of a project named the “Little Free Library”.  Mr. Tierney, principal of Manchester 

Elementary School, and Ms. Jen Storey also joined this partnership to encourage readers of every 

age to “give a book, return a book”.  Mr. Miller volunteered to construct a 22”x28”x16”’ box to 

be located at Trinity. 

 



 
Vince DePalmer introduced himself as the new president of the Lineboro-Manchester 

Lions Club.  Mr. Depalmer is looking to make the Lions club more visible in the community and 

working with the Town and Manchester VFD. 

 

Alan Sadowski approached the Mayor and Council regarding the possibility of waiving 

the $14,500 water replacement fee for a lot he bought in July 2015.  Mr. Sadowski mentioned that 

he made several inquiries to Town Personnel about set-backs, etc. but was not told about the 

impact fees.  Mr. Miller stated that each lot is unique therefore costs may vary.  Mayor Warner 

sympathized with Mr. Sadowski but no waiver was given. 

 

Michael Stewart, 2871 Ridgeleigh Court, briefed the Mayor and Council on the status of 

the number of permits to grow, dispense and process medical marijuana in Maryland.  Mr. 

Stewart mentioned that local governments can’t outright ban it but can impose a zoning overlay.  

He stressed the importance of reviewing zoning boundaries.  

 

Council members gave committee reports. 

 

Ms. Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Warner seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.   The meeting adjourned at 9:04pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Kelly J. Baldwin 


